CHAPTER VII

COALITION M.P.: MR. CHAMBERLAIN
AND MR. LLOYD GEORGE

THE end of 1918, the Year of Victory, found
Great Britain at once inspired and exhausted,
reckless and inured to suffering. The material
hardships suffered, the severance of ancient ways, and
the fusion in a common crucible of standards and man-
ners, customs and ideas, afforded tangible evidence of
how arduous and how elusive was to be the path
which could lead from a victorious war into the haven
of a successful and enduring peace. It was clear then,
and it is clearer now, that the finding of that path,
and the leading of this people along it would tax the
resources and strain the talents of the wisest and
most effective statesmanship. What sort of a success
the statesmanship of those days made of it is a
matter that each can judge in the light of the know-
ledge of the history of the last twenty years. There
is this much to be said in extenuation: the political
methods necessary to the waging of war are rarely
those best suited to the initial period of peace; and
the headlong rush from the hills of sacrifice to the
valleys of cynicism and opportunism is made more
easily than the steady descent on to the broad table-
land of sustained and unexciting effort.

The guide to peace was to be Mr, Lloyd George.
There could be no question of that. His prestige
stood at its highest point, and it had been recognized
Curing the latter part of the War that he had exer-
cised a personal control of policy seldom if ever